
Terms Used in Writing Workshop 

 Writer’s Notebook:  a composition type 

book that is used by students to collect 

ideas for writing, store 

personal entries, 

gathering memories and 

keep assignments. Often 

travels with students to 

school and home.    

 Writer’s Folders or Portfolios:  a place 

where students can 

store completed 

writing which includes 

rough drafts, mentor 

texts, rubrics, and 

collected materials 

from writing progress.  

 Mentor text:  a piece of 

literature that is chosen 

and used to study a 

particular genre.  Also 

used by teacher while 

presenting mini lessons.  

 Exemplar or touchstone texts:  

previously read texts that the 

teacher/students return to over and 

over to study the craft of writing.  

Example: Use Fireflies! by Julie 

Brinckloe to study leads, endings, 

character development, punctuation, 

and grammar. 

 

Strategies for Generating Personal 

Narrative Writing 

 Think of a person who matters to you, 

then list clear, small moments you 

remember with him or her.  Choose one 

and then write the accompanying story. 

 Think of a place that matters to you, 

then list clear, small moments you 

remember there.  Choose one and then 

write the accompanying story. 

 Think of an object that sparks a 

memory.  Write the story of that one 

time. 

Qualities of a Good Personal Narrative 

 Write a little seed story; 

don’t write all about a 

giant watermelon topic. 

 Zoom in so you tell the 

most important parts of 

the story. 

 Include true, exact details from the 

movie you have in your mind. 

 Begin with a strong lead-maybe use 

setting, action, dialogue to create 

mood. 

 Make a strong ending-maybe use 

important actions, dialogue, images and 

whole-story reminders that make a 

lasting impression.   

 

 

 

Identifying Watermelon vs Seed Stories 

 Fun times I have with my dog 

(watermelon)  

 When I spotted my dog at the pound 

and realized he was the one for me 

(seed) 

 My best friend (Watermelon) 

 The time Becky and I found a quarter 

that had been frozen in ice and we 

chipped it out (seed) 

Choosing a Seed Idea 

 Carefully reread all your entries. 

 Ask yourself, “Does this really matter to 

me?  Does it say something about me?” 

 Star the entries with potential. 

 Come back to all the starred entries and 

choose the one that’s saying “Choose 

me!” 

Plan with a Timeline or Story Mountain 

 I had lunch 

 I brought my Frisbee 

to the yard 

 Threw Frisbee 

 Saw mud puddle 

 Bee drowning in mud 

puddle 

 Saved the bee 

 Bee stung me 

 Stepped on the bee 

 Ran away 

 Got my Frisbee  
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When I’m Finished... 

 After I finish one entry, I should start 

another one because some of mine are 

very short. 

 Return to one already written and see if 

I can zoom in some more. 

 Spend more time writing. 

 Return to my entry ideas and add more 

moments to my list. 

 Begin with some revision of my draft. 

 Add more details. 

Writing Process 

The writing process is not always linear, but 

is used as a guide.  

 Collect- gather entries in Writer’s 

Notebook 

 Rehearse- Select and develop one seed 

idea by storytelling to a partner, 

creating a timeline, and drafting leads. 

 Draft- draft on lined paper (not in 

writer’s notebook) with each part on a 

separate page  

 Revise- reread and revise many times. 

Check for clarity, endings and important 

actions 

 Edit- fix spelling, punctuation, 

paragraphing and grammar 

 Publish- Clean up draft or rewrite/type 

 

 

Revising and Editing Checklist 

 Clarity- Read, 

asking, “Will this 

make sense to a 

stranger?”  Find 

confusing spots and 

rewrite to make them clearer and 

easier to read. 

 Punctuation – Read and 

pay attention as you 

reread what you wrote.  

Are sentences run on? 

Have you punctuated 

your dialogue? 

 Spelling – Do your words look like they 

are correctly spelled?  Circle ones that 

you feel could be wrong and check 

those words. 

 Paragraphs – Narrative writers use a 

new paragraph or a new page for each 

new episode in the sequence of events 

in their writing.  Do you paragraph to 

show the passage of time?  Do you 

paragraph to show new dialogue or 

changes in who is speaking? 
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